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Turning Austen classic into money-spinner worth millions

Investors dip toes in
world of �lm-making
PROFESSIONALS are hoping
the multi-million pound movie
Pride and Prejudice will live up
to its promise.

Partners in solicitors’ �rm Bird &
Co are among investors who have
sunk cash into the lavish drama
partly �lmed in Lincolnshire.

Now they hope world-famous stars
like Keira Knightley, Louth-born
Matthew Macfadyen and Brenda
Blethyn will turn Jane Austen’s mas-
terpiece into a box o�ce block-
bu s t e r.

Lincolnshire Tourism is also keen
to capitalise on the fact that scenes
were shot at Burghley House and St
George’s Square in Stamford.

Bird & Co is based in Grantham and
Newark. Today partners Jane Over-
land and Christopher Milligan told
why they had invested in Pride and
Prejudice following fellow partner

Estelle Conron’s backing of Phantom
of the Opera.

And John Hebblethwaite, man-
aging director of Cambridge Finan-
cial Consulting in Lincoln, talked
about the attraction of putting money
into �lms.

Mrs Overland said: “This is the �rst
time I have invested in this way.

“Taxation changes have encour-
aged me, but this is also about sup-
porting the British �lm industry.

“Pride and Prejudice is a classic
British �lm and should be done by us.
There are also local connections, so it
is about supporting the local eco-
n o my. ”

Mrs Overland will bene�t taxwise
and from box o�ce sales.

“It’s nice to do this but you have to
invest with your eyes wide open,” she
added.

Mrs Conron said: “We do this for tax
planning reasons, which sounds very

boring, but it helps to get �lms fun-
ded.

“Mr Hebblethwaite chooses �lms,
usually recommending one in par-
t i c u l a r. ”

Mrs Conron said backers get an
extra buzz from attending investors’
d i n n e r s.

Mr Hebblethwaite said: “There is a
growing interest in this �eld. The tax
incentives attract corporate and
private investors.

“We research �lms and tell clients
about high pro�le opportunities.

“Some are more cautious than oth-
ers. Risks include what might happen
if a supporting bank went bust or if
tax rates changed.”

Mr Hebblethwaite said backing a
�lm means becoming a player in a
partnership involving a bank and a
�lm producer or promoter.

“People can put money into �lms
with a budget or more than £15 mil-
lion, such as Pride and Prejudice, or
smaller budget �lms by way of an-
other scheme,” he said.

“The �rst category attracts tax re-
lief over three years, while the second
o�ers tax relief over one year.

“The Government is scrapping the
latter next year.

“Some people choose �lm partner-
ships simply for the tax bene�ts, but
others because they can make a re-
turn on ticket or merchandise-linked
s a l e s. ”

Cambridge Financial Consulting
clients raised 10 per cent of the £60
million cost of Phantom.

“It is still early days, but their in-
vestments are doing as we expected,”
said Mr Hebblethwaite.

“I think Pride and Prejudice will be
very successful. The private screen-
ing was fantastic.”

PRIDE: John Hebblethwaite, managing director of Cambridge Financial Consulting Limited, pictured front, invested in the lavish film production of Pride and Prejudice
starring (on steps) Donald Sutherland, Keira Knightley and Brenda Blethyn. Picture: Chris Vaughan. Picture reference: 5-4927-02.

Busy year for
association
HOUSING Association tenants,
who attended a county meeting,
could be forgiven for thinking
they were being taken for a ride!

Longhurst Housing
Association managers couldn’t
resist showing o� their
state-of-the-art community
vehicle at the organisation’s
annual meeting held in
Grantham.

The mobile unit is believed to
be the �rst of its type to be used
by a housing association to
tackle deprivation.

The meeting also heard that
Longhurst is looking to spend
£1.3 million a year on
maintenance to ensure tenants’
homes meet the latest
Government standards.

Over the past year Longhurst
has carried out £830,000 of major
repairs. It has also spent £12.4m
on developing new housing
projects, receiving £2.8m in
social housing grants from the
Housing Corporation.

Strike action
is in store
WORKERS at distribution
centres which deliver goods to
Morrisons supermarkets were
gearing up today for a strike
which unions warned could lead
to shelves going empty.

No talks were planned between
the company and the GMB and
Transport and General Workers
Union even though a three-day
walkout is due to start on
Friday. A six-day strike will be
held from September 29 unless
the deadlock over jobs is broken.

The unions have claimed that
Morrisons plans to close a
number of distribution centres.

Price tag
of £404m
THE mystery party hoping to
land discount retailer Peacock
has put a price tag of around
£404 million on the group, it was
revealed today.

While Peacock revealed the
value of the bid approach for the
�rst time, it pointed out
discussions were at an early
stage and subject to conditions.
The identity of the party was not
disclosed, although speculation
last week said it involved
managers backed by a group of
US-based hedge funds. Analysts
had expected �nances to be put
up by private equity houses.
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OV E R S E A S

American Express £32.72
Gannett £39.54
Wal-Mart £24.42

AEROSPACE &
DEFENCE

BAE Systems 337 -1
Smiths Grp 9451/2 +11/2
VT Group 3731/2 +81/2

AIM
Brady Plc 521/2
C.I. Traders 81 +1/4
Carbo 51/2
Dawson Intl 101/8
Highland Gold Mining 205 +10
Inveresk 181/2
London Security 1525
Sibir Energy 3271/2

AU TO M O B I L E S
Avon Rbbr 216
G K N 2781/4 XD -2
Inchcape £215/8

BA N K S
Alliance & L 8465/8 XD +31/8

Anglo Irish 7341/8 -15/8
Barclays 568 XD +5
Bradford & Bingley 3241/4 XD
+1/4
Egg 1041/4 +1/4
HBoS 8531/2 XD +61/2
HSBC 8971/2 XD +21/2
Lloyds T S B 4701/2 XD +13/4
Northern Rock 8051/2 +51/2
Ryl Scotland 1603 XD +4
Stan Chart 1185 XD

B E V E R AG E S
Diageo 8153/8 XD +3/8
SABMiller 1033 -3
Scot New 4671/4 XD -21/4

CHEMICALS
BOC Grp 1171 -2
Croda 4341/2 XD +11/2
Delta 1353/8 -15/8
Elementis 98 551/2 -1
I C I 3041/4 XD -1/2
Johnsn Mat 1166 -1

CONSTRUCTION &
BUILDING MATERIALS
Balfour Beatty 3211/4

Barrat Dev 724 +5
BPB Inds 735 -1/2
Costain 441/4
Hanson 6051/2 XD +21/2
McAlpine A 3703/8 +3/8
Mowlem 1485/8 -3/8
Persimmon 824 XD +2
Pilkngtn Br 1521/2 +71/4
Tylr Wdrw 330 +11/2
Wilson Bowden 11711/2 +111/2
Wimpey 4173/4 +13/4
Wolseley 1203 +25

ELECTRICITY
British Energy 4761/2
Intl Power 2407/8 -17/8
Scot Power 572 XD -4
Scottish & Sthrn
Energy 10073/8 XD +13/8
Viridian 7891/4 +13/4

ELECTRONIC &
ELECTRICAL
E QU I P M E N T

Chloride 783/8 -7/8
Invensys 141/4 +1/4
Laird Grp 3685/8 +15/8

ENGINEERING &
M AC H I N E RY

AGA Foodservice 3137/8 +17/8
Charter 3295/8 +17/8
Cooksn Grp 3263/8 -5/8
Enodis 1341/8 -1/8
FKI 112 XD +1/4
I M I 4341/4 XD +3/4
Man Brnze 1711/2 +1
Tomkins 2843/4 +11/4

FOOD & DRUG
R E TA I L E R S

Morrison W 182 -1
Sainsbury 2835/8 +1/8
Tesco 2327/8 -923/8
FOOD PRODUCERS &

P RO C E S S O R S
AB Food 828 -2
Cadbry Sch 593 XD -1
IAWS Group 7721/2 +181/2
Nth Foods 1543/4 +13/4
PGI Group 54
Sygen Intl. 491/2 -1/2
Tate Lyle 459 +23/4
Unilever 5911/8 +145/8

Uniq 149 -1/2
GENERAL RETAILERS
Ashley L 137/8 -1/8
Boots 6241/2 -1/2
Burberry 4331/2 +1/2
Carphone Warehouse 1951/2 -
21/4
DSG International 1521/2 XD -
13/4
GUS 873 -131/2
Kingfisher 2301/4 -11/4
M & S  3443/4 +1/2
Matalan 1927/8 +7/8
Mothercare 3243/8 -23/8
Next 1432 -5
WH Smith 3511/2 +11/2
Wyevale 5511/2 +14

H E A LT H
Smith Nph 4881/4 -43/4

I N F O R M AT I O N
TECHNOLOGY

H A R DWA R E
ARM Hldgs 1181/2 XD +1/2
Marconi (New) 2901/2 +1
Psion 1561/2 +11/2

Spirent 531/2 +1
INSURANCE

Jardine LloydThomson 4057/8
XD -1/8
Royal & Sun 95 XD -1/2

INVESTMENT
C O M PA N I E S

3i Group 7493/4 +11/4
LEISURE & HOTELS

Carnival PLC £287/8 -1/4
De Vere Group 5983/4 -61/4
Enterprise Inns 8451/4 +61/4
EuroDisney 51/2
Greene King 6561/4 +33/4
Hilton 3021/4 XD -1
Intercontl Htls 7331/4 +1/4
Mitchells & Butlers 3771/2 -13/4
Rank Org 3013/4 XD +1/2
Whitbread 964 -11/2
William Hill 596 -9
Wmbly Plc 557

LIFE ASSURANCE
Aviva 6131/8 XD +11/8
Friends Provident 1791/8 -5/8

Lgl & Gen 111 XD -1/4
Old Mutual 1353/4 -11/4
Prudential 5091/8 XD +1/8

MEDIA &
E N T E RTA I N M E N T

BSkyB 573 +2
Chrysalis 1501/2 -11/2
D Mail Tst 659 -1/2
Emap 825 +1/2
EMI 2551/2 XD -1/2
Independent News 1627/8 +2
ITV 1105/8 -3/8
Johnston Press 490
Pearson 6551/2 XD -4
Reed Elsevier 5261/2 -3
Reuters Grp 3731/2
SMG 967/8 +7/8
Trinity Mirror 6081/2 +11/2
Ulster TV 4551/8 +15/8
Utd Business 5563/4 XD +33/4
W P P 5743/8 +7/8
Yell Group 486 +2

MINING
Anglo American 1559 XD +5
Antofagasta 1512 +3
BHP Billiton 873 XD -1/2

Lonmin 1277
Xstrata 1443 +19

OIL & GAS
BG 526 XD +31/4
BP 658 +41/2
Norsk Hdro £631/4 +3/8
Royal Dutch Shell A 1822 XD
+4
Royal Dutch Shell B 18971/2
XD +21/2
Ryl Dutch £357/8 XD +1/4
Total £1473/4 -1/8

PERSONAL CARE &
HOUSEHOLD
P RO D U C T S

Reckitt Benckiser 1797 XD -4
P H A R M AC E U T I C A L S

Alliance Unichem 813 XD +3
Astrazeneca £263/8 XD +1/8
Axis-Shield 3261/4 -71/2
GlaxoSmithKline 1381 XD +19
Shire Pharms 6871/2 XD +21/2

REAL ESTATE
Brit Land 904 +4

DTZ Hldgs 3397/8 XD +17/8
Hamrsn 9261/2 +41/2
Land Secs 1441 -5
Liberty Intl 996 XD -3
Slough Est 5231/2 XD +1/2

SOFTWARE &
COMPUTER SERVICES
Autonomy Corp 3471/8 +13/8
Computacenter 2161/4 -21/2
Dimension Data 371/2 +3/4
LogicaCMG 173 +5
Misys 2047/8 XD +7/8
Sage Group 2315/8 +5/8
Xansa 933/4 XD -51/4
SPECIALITY & OTHER

INVESTMENT
AMVESCAP 376 XD +31/4
Man Group 1643 -2
Provident Financial6491/2 -61/2
Schroders 899 XD +9
Schroders NV 840 XD +9

STEEL AND OTHER
M E TA L S

Corus 491/4 XD

SUPPORT SERVICES
AMEC 3501/2 -1/2
Brambles Inds 344 +1
Bunzl 5681/4 +3/4
Capita 372 XD -31/4
Compass Grp 2361/4 +3/4
Davis Serv 4817/8 -21/8
De La Rue 3673/4 +4
Electrocomp 2613/4 +13/4
Hays 123 -2
Homeserve 10841/2
Menzies J 5873/4 +51/4
Rentokil 1683/8 -5/8
REXAM 5091/2 +3
T E L E C O M M U N I C AT I O N

S E RV I C E S
BT Grp 2241/4 -1/4
C & W 1441/4 +1/4
Colt Telecom 611/2
Kingston Comms 66

UTILITIES, OTHER
AWG 978 XD +1
Centrica 2551/8 +5/8
Kelda 7091/2 +1/2
Severn 1014 +1


