Business Columns from the Experts

Unique online portal to
revolutionise cash savings
ALAN WILLMONT,
jch:investment management
A GROUNDBREAKING proposition
launched by jch: investment
management is set to get high net
worth individuals a little hot under
the collar with a cash savings
service like no other in the UK.
The proposition oﬀers an
independent and transparent service
that has been created to generate
enhanced cash returns and increase
protection on deposits through
professional cash management.
As banks slashed interest rates, managing director John
Hebblethwaite decided that a radical move was needed to help
people protect and heighten the returns of their hard earned cash.
In response, jch: investment management have built a cash
proposition, launching a unique online portal with accompanying
website for a range of clients.
The portal is the only one of its kind in the UK allowing
independent and unbiased cash solutions using a proprietary
algorithm that means clients don’t have to choose only one bank.
With the online portal and client support team, all banks can be
accessed quickly and easily, on a daily basis.
The service is suitable in particular for high net worth individuals
and Trusts as well as for companies and charities that are cash rich
and should be getting better protection and ultimately better
returns on their savings. The dataset also includes solutions for
solicitors, personal and corporate pension schemes and more.
John Hebblethwaite explained: “The Financial Conduct Authority
(FCA) recently conducted research that showed that although 93
per cent of the UK’s adults have a savings account, not many of
them are achieving attractive returns due to the inertia inherent in
the savings market. This is especially true for cash investments of
over £250,000.
“Our portal has individual secure log in details and a
comprehensive dataset using our unique optimisation and
proprietary technology that can administer bespoke cash
portfolios in seconds. It is not just all about good interest rates. Our
service means clients can improve the term structure of their cash
(from instant access up to ﬁve years) while also allowing them to
ensure that they have the desired degree of protection under the
Financial Services Compensation Scheme or European equivalents.
“The service has been designed carefully so that power of
instruction remains with the client and designated signatories only.
This means our clients have peace of mind that their cash savings
are directly held with regulated ﬁnancial institutions.”
More information on the service can be found on
www.jchim.co.uk
If you would like a demonstration of the portal please contact
Alan Willmont on 01522 697310.
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Agents can protect
landlords as law changes
BEING a landlord isn’t as
straight-forward as it once was
and you can easily ﬁnd
yourself in breach of
regulations due to the fast
changing legislation
surrounding the private
rented sector.
This is why it is more
important than ever to keep
yourself up to date or to use a
good agent who will take care of this for you.
In recent years, we have seen some important changes in
legislation including:
• Right to Rent checks introduced as part of the
Immigration Act 2014 and the updated Immigration Act
2016
• The Smoke and Carbon Monoxide Alarm (England)
Regulations 2015
• The Deregulation Act 2015
In addition new regulations come into force on 1st April
2018 for any property rented out in the private rented
sector to have a minimum energy performance rating of E
on an Energy Performance Certiﬁcate (EPC), which applies
to all new lets AND renewals of tenancies.
These regulations if breached can result in a substantial
ﬁne or even in some cases imprisonment. Failure to
comply with your responsibilities under The Deregulation
Act 2015 could leave you with problems and delays when
trying to regain possession of your property.
There is no denying the industry needs better regulation
and that these changes have been brought in for the
greater good, but it can easily leave landlord’s exposed if
they are not keeping on top of and up to date with
compliance.
Using an agent is the easiest way for a landlord to protect
themselves, as your agent will be keeping up to date with
the changes in legislation for you. Agents’ due dilligence
ensure landlords remain compliant and protected and
tenants safe.
If you imagine your agent as a swan, on the surface we
make the process of lettings appear smooth and simple
but underneath the surface our legs are going like the
clappers as we work to ensure properties are let quickly to
suitable tenants, compliance is maintained and landlord’s
legal responsibilities are met, all the while striving to
deliver the best advice and a high level of customer
service.
It’s really important to us as a new local agent that
landlords know they can come to us for advice on their
rental property(s). Whether you want to pick our brains
over the phone or pop into our new Bailgate oﬃce for a
coﬀee, we are always happy to help our local landlords.

